
September 1st, 2022 
Dear Families, 
 
 Welcome to 2nd Grade!  What an exciting week.  I thought you might like to know a few 
details about our class, and what you might expect. 
 

Most students have already brought me a take home folder for Thursdays.  If I have not 
received one from them by this afternoon, I will provide them with one from a previous year.  
Most information is on my web page but I will also make sure and get you hard copies in the 
Thursday folder.  Here is the link to my school web page:  
https://www.hellgate.k12.mt.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1290    
 
Schedule:    
8:00-8:25 - Breakfast (building 3 cafeteria)  
8:25 - Bell rings  
8:25-8:40 - Homeroom 
8:40-9:40 - Reading  
9:40-9:55 - Recess 
9:55-10:55 - Math 
10:55-11:40 - Lunch 
11:45-1:00 - Homeroom/specials 
1:00-1:15 - Recess 
1:15-3:00 - Snack/Homeroom/specials 
3:00 - Dismiss 
 
Monday-  P.E. 11:45-12:15 
Tuesday-  Music 2:00-2:30 and Library 2:30-3:00 
Wednesday-  P.E. 11:45-12:15 
Friday- Music 2:00-2:30 
 
NUTRITION/HEALTH:   

• Please send your student with appropriate layers for mornings and recess.  We will 
be spending as much time outside as possible.  

•  Brains work so much better when hydrated.  Please send your student with their 
own water bottle, with a tight lid.  We will have water bottles at school to provide 
for your child if you don’t have one!   

• Students will have the opportunity for one snack each day. Each student will be 
responsible for his/her snack every day. Please only send your child with a healthy, 
"low maintenance" (finger food) snack.  

• Please remember Hellgate Elementary is a peanut/nut-free school.  
• Birthdays- The school is back to allowing treats to be brought in for birthdays and 

holidays (but it’s certainly not mandatory!)  Summer birthdays will be celebrated 
near the end of the school year. 
 

SHOW/SHARE:  I will provide a calendar each month (starting next week) showing your child’s 
show/share day (paper copy and on my webpage.)  The students may bring something to school 
on this day (pictures, books, toys, etc. etc.)  In my monthly newsletter (starting in October) I will 

https://www.hellgate.k12.mt.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1290


offer suggestions for show/share based on learning themes in the classroom but they are only 
suggestions and students may bring whatever they would like…  within reason   
 
Spelling Lists:  Spelling words are for your child to study and practice writing.  We will have a 
pre-test on Monday mornings.  You can find each week’s list on my school webpage (I’ll also 
send home a paper copy.)  I use the same lists as the rest of the second grade but my grading 
rubric is a little different than the others.  Sorry for any confusion.  I will send home the first 
Spelling list next Thursday the 9th and our first pre-spelling test will be on Monday the 13th.  
Please remember that you can access the spelling lists on my webpage at any time.   
 
1 point will be given for each correctly spelled word (1-12.) 2 points will be given for each 
sentence (1 point for correctly spelled words and 1 point for appropriate punctuation.) 1 extra 
credit point will be given for each correctly spelled bonus word (13-15.) Students who correctly 
complete each sentence and correctly spell 1-15 on Monday (pre-test) will not have to take the 
test on Friday! 
 
CLASS WORK:    This first month (or so) will consist of getting routines down, so that everyone 
understands classroom and school expectations.  I will send home more information pertaining 
to the different subject matters as we start to introduce them into our day.  If you have any 
questions about any of the curriculum please let me know and I’ll be happy to explain.  I will 
send home a newsletter each month (starting in October) with a breakdown of our homeroom 
activities/doings for that month.  As of now, we will start our “walk to math” program on the 
20th of September.  I will let you know when I know what day we are starting our “walk to read” 
program.    
 
On Friday, September 9th we will be watching “Fantastic Mr. Fox” (the movie) to culminate our 
read aloud story by Roald Dahl.  The movie is rated PG.  I have set up additional activities for 
those parents who wish to not have their students participate in the viewing of this movie.  
Please email me if you would prefer your child NOT watch the movie and to instead 
participate in the additional activities.  The website Common Sense Media’s 
(https://www.commonsensemedia.org/movie-reviews/fantastic-mr-fox) recommended viewing 
age is “7+”.   
 
CONTACTING YOUR TEACHER:  I can be reached by phone at the school office: 549-6109, and by 
e-mail: jeaton@hellgate.k12.mt.us  I check my e-mail several times a day.  This is my cell number 
(406-396-3052) if you need to contact me after 4.  If you need to get ahold of me to let me know 
something is changing in your child’s afterschool plan, PLEASE call the office.  I’m looking 
forward to hearing from you! 
 
 

Thanks for a GREAT first week. 
Mr. Eaton 

 
 
P.S.  Picture day is on the 19th of September!  I will send home more information on that later. 
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